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Side by Side 
Comparison   

The Ashtabula Flag (left)  

The Mahoning Flag (right)       
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Division Officers

  

Commander: 
Michael Lawson  

Lt. Commander: 
Mitchel Riggs  

Adjutant: 
Vacant  

Sgt at Arms: 
George Brister  

Chaplain: 
Brian McKee  

Heritage Chief: 
Ed James  

Genealogist: 
Dave Reed  

Recruiter: 
Ronald Johnson  

Webmasters: 
John McAlister, 

& Daniel Johnson   

Camps of

 

The Ohio Division

  

Brig. Gen. Roswell S. Ripley 
Camp 1535 
Columbus, Ohio  

Lt. Jonathan Bressler 
Camp 1536 
Cincinnati, Ohio  

Lt. Gen. James Longstreet 
Camp 1658 
Tallmadge, Ohio  

Maj. Gen. Bushrod Johnson 
Camp 1720 
Dayton, Ohio  

Capt. Thomas W. Patton 
Camp 2021 
Boardman, Ohio  

Quantrill’s Raiders 
Camp 2087 
Mayfield Heights, Ohio   

The Charge

 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the Cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate Soldier’s 
good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the preservation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious and which you also 

cherish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations.” 
Stephen D. Lee 

 
Mahoning County, Ohio   

Last month’s newsletter created quite a stir in Ohio! We received NUMEROUS 
emails about other Confederate Flags located in Ohio!   

Number 2 Flag can be found in Mahoning County at the Arms family Museum of 
Local History located at 648 Wick Ave. Youngstown, Ohio 44502  

Commander Ron Johnson of Camp 2021 contacted us about this Flag along with 
Compatriot James Sturgill of the John Kempshall Camp 1534, Illinois Division. Plans are 
now underway to investigate this Flag.  

It is apparent from the photo below that it was allegedly captured at Rich Mountain. “ I 
worked there (Arms Museum) for a time, and did some homework on the flag.  It was captured at 
Rich Mountain in VA, now W. VA, in 1861 just prior to First Manassas.  I couldn't pinpoint what 
unit it came from.  Hopefully we can bring her home” said Mr. Sturgill of the Illinois Division. 
Below is an email received by Mr. Sturgill;  

Dear OH DIV CMDR,  
I served at the Arms Museum as Manager of Education and External Relations for just under two 
years, and had the opportunity to handle this flag personally.  I wanted to bring it to light, and 
began the inital inquiry.  If it is a reproduction, it is an outstanding one.  I hold a Master's in 
Museum Studies, and believe myself a good judge of original textiles from the 19th century, but 
could be wrong.  There is very little provenance on the flag in the museum's files.  The story is that 
an Enoch Smith, if I remember the name correctly, was given the flag for services rendered the 
Union during the WBTS, and his granddaughters gave it to the Mahoning Valley Historical 
Society back in the late 1950's or early 1960's.  I could not directly connect Mr. Smith to a Union 
regiment that fought at the Battle of Rich Mountain, but there were at least two from the Mahoning 
Valley that fought at that battle, if memory serves me, the 7th and the 19th Ohio (both 3 months' 
service units).  I corresponded with the town historian of Beverly, WV and he was as puzzled as I 
was about which regiment the flag might have belonged to.  It has a small tear in it (bullet 
hole?) and a brownish stain that runs for about a foot or so of the length that does not match 
normal wear from 146 years of storage, but might be consistent with another natural stain.  This is 
the information that I have so far.  I invited Commander Johnson and his camp to visit and see the 
flag, but was not able to get them to come in before I left the museum.  I live in Southeast 
Michigan now, but have not forgotten about that flag.  I hope the resources of the SCV will surpass 
what I had access to and will bring to light this flag's history and will help it to come home.  

Sincerely,  
James A. Sturgill, M.A., NREMT-B 
John Kempshall Camp 1534 
Maroa, IL 
To view the flag go to: http://www.mahoninghistory.org/newexhibitpic8-civilwar.stm
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