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The Charge

 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the Cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate Soldier’s 
good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the preservation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious and which you also 

cherish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations.” 
Stephen D. Lee 

 

Boardman, Ohio  

State Representative Mark D. Okey Supports our Cause!   

Members of The Ohio Division had the honor to meet with District 61 State 
Representative Mark Okey on the issue of a permanent Confederate Memorial Day in Ohio. The 2 
hour meeting was attended by Commander Dave Allison of Camp 1658, Division Commander 
Michael Lawson, and their spouses.   

The Commanders presented a very detailed proposal to Representative Okey, and 
explained why it was necessary to proclaim such a day. Mr. Okey agreed to all views presented, 
and offered to assist The Division with this project.

   

Representative Okey also presented his views and after some debate a plan was forming 
for the creation of Confederate Memorial Day!   

“At first I started to dismiss this request because my first thought was it’s a racial thing” stated Mr. 
Okey. Thankfully, Mr. Okey reconsidered! That is because of his love of the WBTS and his own 
family research. Mr. Okey has many ancestors that served during The War.    

It is of the opinion of Representative Okey that our best chance of success 
lies with The Ohio Historical Society and the 150th anniversary of The War. The OHS has begun 
planning for a year long celebration of the WBTS and Ohio’s involvement. Mr. Okey said, “You 
can’t have a year long event about the Civil War without acknowledging BOTH sides.”   

By introducing this idea in conjunction with the OHS plans, the Ohio Confederates will 
be viewed more in a historical aspect rather than a racial one. Even though it has nothing to do with 
racial issues, by doing it this way we can eliminate most of the arguments before they can be 
started.    

The plan has begun; we shall seek the support of the OHS, while Representative Okey 
tries to gain additional support for this proclamation from other Representatives and Senators. In 
addition we as members will start a petition drive within our respective areas to add the weight of 
the people to our cause.   

Additional support came via a surprise telephone conference between The Ohio 
Division Commander Michael Lawson and The Ohio Department Commander Don Grant of The 
Sons of Union Veterans. Mr. Grant stated that The SUV will support The SCV in this initiative!

 

“It is time we come together for the good of our organizations, history, and heritage.” Stated Mr. 
Grant  

“I am very moved by the people of Ohio and their support for this Confederate project;” Stated 
Mike Lawson in response to the show of support from around the State. “Of course this will take 
several years to complete, but when we are successful it will be well worth the wait.”   

Our chances for success have greatly improved, although it will take longer than 
expected. For further info on the meeting; contact Commanders Allison or Lawson. 


