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The Ohio Division

  

Brig. Gen. Roswell S. Ripley 
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Camp 1536 
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Maj. Gen. Bushrod Johnson 
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The Charge

 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the Cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate Soldier’s 
good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the preservation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious and which you also 

cherish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations.” 
Stephen D. Lee 

 

Division HQ, Ohio   

Is it possible to have a PERMENENT Confederate Memorial Day in Ohio?  

Division Commander Michael Lawson seems to think so and has mounted an assault, 
unseen in within Ohio’s borders for some time, to accomplish this mission.  

It is tradition that each year The Ohio Division Commander writes to the Governor of 
Ohio asking that a day for that year be set aside as Confederate Memorial Day.   

Past Division Commander was successful in 2005 when Governor Bob Taft made a 
Resolution proclaiming April 23rd, 2005 Confederate Memorial Day. That was VERY big 
news here in Upper Dixie! On Commander Morris’s 2nd year of office Governor Taft’s 
staff was not as gracious and denied our request.  

Now a new era has begun in Ohio; with a new Governor, The Honorable Ted 
Strickland, and a new Ohio Division Commander, Michael Lawson.   

A request was made to Governor Strickland’s office for another resolution proclaiming 
April 9th 2008 Confederate Memorial Day. We are awaiting a reply as of now.  

However, as you know The Ohio Division Commander was not given the nickname 
“Bulldog” without merit.   “As a Marine Veteran, and a descendant of a Confederate 
Soldier, it really offended me that Taft’s office would not give up a single day for our 
boy’s.” stated Commander Lawson. “Our Confederates are still Americans and deserve the 
same respect and honor that other American Veterans receive, we shouldn’t have to ask 
each year to have a recognized day for our Confederate AMERICAN Veterans. There 
should be a permanent State recognized day.”  And with that he set about contacting 
Senators and State Representatives.  

 How hard could it be, right?   

Wrong! Already some of the politicians started fence sitting to see where this, in their 
opinion, politically incorrect request will end up. “The Senator needs to know that a 
majority of his constituents, along with other Senators really want this. He doesn’t want to 
waste his time.” stated a staff member from one of the Senators offices. 

(Editors note: In response I would like to say: What!?!? Come on grow a pair and at 
least try!)  

Of course not all of the politicians contacted are like this; Commander Lawson has 
arranged a meeting in October with one of the State Representatives to discuss this request. 
At least we have a start, and it is very encouraging to have a least one member of The Ohio 
Government that is willing to sit down and listen to our request.  
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